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First Congregational Church  

March 22, 2026 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Welcome. Whether you are new to church, returning, or visiting today, we are 

glad you are here. Please participate as you feel comfortable. 
 

Words in bold are spoken together. Please stand or sit as you are able. 

 

PRELUDE Charles Nwachukwu 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting, 
 

O come, let us adore him. 

 

* SONG — God So Loved 

 

PRAYER FOR PURITY: 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

* SONG — All Glory Be To Christ 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pam Haynes 

 

PRAYER FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT:  
 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections 

of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire 

what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of this world, 

our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



   

INVITATION TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

 

Silence is kept for personal confession 

 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we have sinned against you 

In thought, word, and deed, 

By what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart: 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

Have mercy on us and forgive us; 

That we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

To the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 

forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn 

to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

 

* HYMN 342 — Rock of Ages 

  

SPECIAL MUSIC:  Soloist: Abby Borchelt 

All Creation Speaks His Name    

  by Sally DeFord 

 



   

SCRIPTURE READING: 

Reader:  Our teaching for this morning is from John 11:1-7; 17-44: 

A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary 

and Martha. 2 This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on 

the Lord’s feet and wiped them with her hair.[a] Her brother, Lazarus, was 

sick. 3 So the two sisters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your 

dear friend is very sick.” 

4 But when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in 

death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will 

receive glory from this.” 5 So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and 

Lazarus, 6 he stayed where he was for the next two days. 7 Finally, he said to 

his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.” 

17 When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been 

in his grave for four days. 18 Bethany was only a few miles[d] down the road 

from Jerusalem, 19 and many of the people had come to console Martha and 

Mary in their loss. 20 When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she 

went to meet him. But Mary stayed in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, 

“Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.22 But 

even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 “Yes,” Martha said, “he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last 

day.” 

25 Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life.[e] Anyone who believes 

in me will live, even after dying. 26 Everyone who lives in me and believes in 

me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011%3A1-44&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26491a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011%3A1-44&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26507d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011%3A1-44&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26514e


   

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I have always believed you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one who has come into the world from God.” 28 Then she 

returned to Mary. She called Mary aside from the mourners and told her, 

“The Teacher is here and wants to see you.” 29 So Mary immediately went to 

him. 

30 Jesus had stayed outside the village, at the place where Martha met 

him.31 When the people who were at the house consoling Mary saw her leave 

so hastily, they assumed she was going to Lazarus’s grave to weep. So they 

followed her there. 32 When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet 

and said, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a 

deep anger welled up within him,[f] and he was deeply troubled. 34 “Where 

have you put him?” he asked them. 

They told him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Then Jesus wept. 36 The people who 

were standing nearby said, “See how much he loved him!” 37 But some said, 

“This man healed a blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” 

38 Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled 

across its entrance. 39 “Roll the stone aside,” Jesus told them. 

But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, “Lord, he has been dead for 

four days. The smell will be terrible.” 

40 Jesus responded, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you 

believe?” 41 So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven 

and said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. 42 You always hear me, but I 

said it out loud for the sake of all these people standing here, so that they 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011%3A1-44&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26522f


   

will believe you sent me.” 43 Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come 

out!”44 And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound in 

graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap 

him and let him go!” 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord! 

 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

SUNDAY TEACHING: “The Long Way of Love — Part 5” 

 Pastor Zac Stephenson 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

* HYMN 324 — When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Charles Nwachukwu 

 

* congregation stands as each is able 
 
 

You are invited to join us for Coffee and Community following our service. This is a great place to grab 

some food and make new friends. Coffee and Community is located in the Fellowship Hall.  



   

 

 

 

 



   

  



   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in Honor of my 

Daughter Dayna Stahl.  Happy belated Birthday by Gigi Zepp. 

 

Easter Lilies & Tulips – If you would like to purchase a memorial Easter 

lily or tulip for our Easter Services, order forms are available near the 

offering plates.  The cost is $15 per plant, and forms must be received by today 

(March 22nd ). 

 

Memorial Scholarship Applications are now available from the 

First Congregational Church Scholarship Fund. Please look on the 

bulletin board or email the church office for a form. Scholarship recipients 

must be students who are both active in the church and church members.  

Applications are due back in the church office no later than April 12, 2026. 

 

The Sunday School teachers will be needing 1 volunteer a week to 

help with the younger class of Sunday Schoolers. We thank the 7 

volunteers who have offered to help, but would appreciate having a few more 

volunteers to help fill in the weekly schedule. If you would like to help, please 

fill out a CORI form and give your name to one of the Sunday School teachers. 

The sign up calendar will be sent to you.  

 

https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/60e74dc0-fb3a-4a01-8a44-2fff043efcdc/2026%20APPLICATION%20SCHOLARSHIP.pdf


   

 Buy-A-Brick Campaign - We are still selling engraved bricks to be set 

into a memory garden beside the walkway at the rear of the church. 

Proceeds will go into our Capital Account to continue many projects in and 

around the church. This is the perfect way to honor a person or event or to 

memorialize that person, event or memory. Forms are available at church on 

the table near Fellowship Hall.  If you have any questions, you can reach out 

to Jan Fuller at 508-868-4879 or by email at janlfull@aol.com. 

 

We keep in our prayers — Ruth E. Coyle, Donna Kelleher, Max 

Lariviere, Adam Brunt, Dick Martino, Ginny Felch, Karl Nelson, Brady, 

Shelly, Brian Strand, Maureen Anderson,  Travis & Lori Rotti, Austin, Brenda & 

Tim, Jen, Carter Bean, Paula Sylvester, Jeff Sears, Carole Szwarc, Roz Franzen, 

David Rice, Bill, Patty, Rachel Thomas & family, Bob & Judy Brousseau, the 

Erickson family, David Carlson, Michael Hoefling, Kelsa Zereski, Jim Deal, 

Mike Staras, Barry Mechem, Ed Desrosiers, and Melissa Pierce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

10 Church Street 

Boylston, Massachusetts 01505 

(508) 869-2027 
 

Website:                                        www.fcc-boylston.org 

Office E-Mail:                           admin@fcc-boylston.org 

Pastor’s E-Mail:                   zac@fcc-boylston.org 
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